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provide training and assistance to our teams 
and their coaches.  Unfortunately, this was a 
very inconsistent and frustrating program that 
did not always give DSC a great result.  We 
have now brought the training in house and 
have hired Rudy Pompert as our Director of 
Coaching.  Rudy has been the head coach of 
the men’s soccer team at Buffalo State 
College since 2000.  Before that, he coached 
the Bengal’s women’s team for 4 years.  Rudy 
is a native of the Netherlands and has worked 
with the world renowned soccer club Ajax 
Amsterdam. He also played semi-professional 
and top amateur soccer in the Netherlands, 
and competed with the Dutch national college 
team from 1990 through 1993. He first came 
to the Western New York area while he was 
goaltender in the 1993 World University 
Games in Buffalo.  Prior to joining Buffalo 
State, Rudy coached the Buffalo Fillies W-
League women’s soccer team. At the time, the 
W-League was the highest level of women’s 
soccer in the United States.  In addition to his 
work on the professional and collegiate level, 
Rudy has been a fixture in youth soccer in 
Western New York, most recently with 
Amherst Soccer.  
    Rudy conducted the training for DSC’s 
recently completed Winter Academy program.  
If the kids’ reactions and reviews are any 
indication, Coach Rudy’s addition to the DSC 
program will be a huge success.  Rudy and his 
trainers (including the widely popular Prisco) 
will be working with all of our teams this 
spring. 
     New this spring will the 1st Annual 
Delaware Soccer Club’s Soccer Festival in 
Delaware Park.  This event will take place on 
June 28, 2009 and will feature a series of 
friendly games between our younger players 
and teams from the Ken-Ton Soccer Club and 
the Amherst Club, as well as a wide variety of 
skills clinics and challenges for players of all 
ages (yes, that includes parental 
participation!!) capped by a cookout in the 
park.  This will be a fun filled day in the park 
for the entire DSC family.  Look for more 
details to come. 
 
                               

Message from the President 
By: Todd Bushway 

 
     The days are longer and brighter and the 
grass has appeared and will turn a rich green 
soon.  As regular as the start of spring are the 
waves of Delaware Soccer Club players and 
teams returning to the fields of Delaware Park 
(and other locations in and around Buffalo – 
we are always looking for new places and 
spaces to play).   This is my first year serving 
as the President of DSC and I have the distinct 
pleasure of letting you know about the many 
activities and events we have planned for 
2009. 
     While spring is the traditional start of the 
DSC season, the organization is now a year 
round enterprise, with the winter months 
seeing the completion of a another successful 
Winter Academy, several travel teams 
practicing and playing indoor soccer and 
hours of work by a very dedicated Board of 
Directors planning for the start of the 
upcoming house and travel seasons. 
     This spring DSC will field 18 travel teams 
and 46 house teams, as well as conduct a 
Jamboree Program for our 3rd graders to let 
them get a feel for playing on a full field and 
on a travel type team.  DSC will have 
approximately 1000 kids playing on teams 
this spring.  As we have traditionally done, 
travel team tryouts were held in the fall and 
our travel team rosters are set and the teams 
are waiting for dry ground to get their 
practices going.  The travel seasons will run 
through the summer with most teams 
supplementing their league schedules with 
participation in weekend tournaments. 

House league registration is now open (you 
can register both online and with a paper 
application).  Participation in the House 
program is open to kids who will be in Pre- K 
and kindergarten in the fall of 2009 through 
current 7th graders.  Registration is open until 
April 19th and the season will start the week of 
May 4th.   

A large part of DSC’s efforts to improve 
its product in 2009 is a change in how training 
will be provided to our teams.  In the past,   
DSC has worked with outside vendors to  

For applications and the latest information, visit our website at: www.delawaresoccerclub.com 
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2008 Travel Season 

Continued from page 1 
Also, DSC will be offering a week long camp program this 
summer, led by Rudy Pompert, and conducted at Buffalo 
State.  Keep us in mind as you make your summer plans! 

Finally, some thanks are in order.  First to the parents 
who send their kids to us – we have a lot of fun.  To our 
sponsors – especially Gurney Becker & Bourne, who’s 
continued financial support and kind words allow us to 
keep the focus on the kids and the game (about 10% of our 
players are on scholarship – DSC continues to find a way 
for any child to play).  Did you know that the support from 
Gurney Becker & Bourne is not a corporate decision but 
comes from the individual realtors!!  Finally, we want to 
thank our coaches and board members, all of whom are 
volunteers.  DSC has only 2 paid employees, both of 
whom are part time (our Director of Coaching and our 
office support assistant).  Without the efforts of our 
coaches leading the teams and the board members, there 
would be no DSC.  Remember to say thanks to these 
people next time you see them in the park. 
 
 

 For applications and the latest information, visit our website at: www.delawaresoccerclub.com 

Delaware Soccer Club congratulates three club members 
named to the Buffalo News 2008 City High Schools All Star 
team.  
 

L-R:  Nick Albarran - U17 Habaneros / City Honors co-captain 
         Mike Sutter - U17 Habaneros / City Honors co-captain 
    Yonis Osman - U17 Habaneros / Riverside  
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Spring  Soccer ’09                   
                             By: Mike Yarbrough 
     Believe it or not it’s time for Spring 
Soccer.  The SPRING 2009 HOUSE 
SEASON will soon be underway and as 
you read this, registration has already 
opened.  We expect that about 636 kids 
will play soccer in the House League 
this spring and have been busy getting 
ready.  Once again, all players will 
receive a full uniform kit consisting of a 
shirt, shorts, socks and a ball.  Lace up 
shoes and shin guards (shin guards are 
required) should be purchased by the 
parents to ensure proper fits    
     The Spring House Season will begin 
during the week of May 4th and end 
with final games and awards on 
Saturday, June 27, 2009.     
     Because of the number of 
participants at the Pre K-K and 2nd and 
3rd Grade levels we will have to split 
those groups into two separate practice 
sessions this spring.  Please understand 
this is done solely to allow as many kids 
the opportunity to play as possible – we 
are limited on field space and 
availability.  The dual session allows us 
to let every one play instead of closing 
enrollment and turning kids away.   
     Check the information posted to 
this page to see tentative dates for 
each group’s practices and check the 
website for more information. 

 

DSC HOUSE LEAGUE SPRING 2009 –UPCOMING  KEY DATES 
April 4, 2009: Join us at Dick’s Sporting Goods on Maple 

Road from 10:00 to 2:00 for registration.  Cost 
$75.00                    

 

April 7, 2009: Late registration begins on April 7th and ends on 
April 19th; price during this period is $95.00 per 
player.  Late Registration is by paper application. 

 

April 19, 2009: Registration closes - Applications taken after this 
date will be assigned to teams only if space exists 
and at the discretion of the DSC Board! 

 

Week of May 4, 2009:    Spring session starts 
 

May 9, 2009:     First Games! 
 

June 27, 2009:     Spring 2009 session ends 
 

June 28, 2009:     Spring Festival in the park 
: 

  Enrollment can be done via paper application or online.  The Spring 2009 
House League paper application can be downloaded from the club’s 
website. 
  We are offering a Jamboree Program for kids who were born between 
8/1/99 and 7/31/00.  This program is in place to give boys and girls, as well 
as, their parents an idea of what Travel League Soccer is all about.  This 
program will include another day of practice each week and attendance at 
two tournaments this spring and summer.  For more information on this 
program, including cost, please check out our website. 

 For applications and the latest information, visit our website at: www.delawaresoccerclub.com 

Division First Day Practices Games 
 

Pre-K/K 
Tuesday and Wednesday – 6p.m. 
Point of the Meadow 

Tuesday and Wednesday 6 p.m. 
Point of the Meadow 

Saturday 11:00 & 11:55,  
Point of the Meadow 

1st Grade Thursday – 6 p.m. 
Point of the Meadow 

Thursday 6 p.m. 
Point of the Meadow 

Saturday TBA  
Delaware Main 

2nd/3rd 
Grade 

Tuesday and Wednesday – 7 p.m. 
Point of the Meadow 

Tuesday and Wednesday 7 p.m. 
Point of the Meadow 

Saturday 8:45 & 9:55  
Point of the Meadow 

4th/5th 
Grade 

Thursday – 7 p.m. 
Point of the Meadow 

Thursday 7 p.m. 
Point of the Meadow 

Saturday 9:10, 10:10, 11:10 
Tennis Court Field 

6th – 7th  
Grade 

Monday – 6 p.m. 
Point of the Meadow 

Monday – 6 p.m. 
Point of the Meadow 

Saturday 1:10 p.m. 
Point of the Meadow 1 & 2 

 

Spring 2009 Practice and Game Day Information Table 

 

Pre-K/K players 
enjoying a 
Saturday morning 
game in the Spring 
2008 Season 
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2009 Travel Season 

    For applications and the latest information, visit our website at: www.delawaresoccerclub.com 

Travel Soccer 09 
By; Brian Sutter 

     Greetings, to players, parents and 
coaches, as we embark on another 
Delaware Soccer Club Travel Soccer 
Season.  This year the Club is fielding 18 
Travel teams (Girls teams and  Boys 
teams) and all of them are playing in the 
Buffalo Western New York Junior 
Soccer League.  For those unfamiliar 
with the League, please consult its 
website www.bwnyjsl.org.   There you 
will find the schedule, standings as well 
as League Rules, Policies and 
Procedures. 
     The League has always emphasized 
fair play and good sportsmanship, and 
this year is no different.  In fact, a point 
of emphasis for the League this year is 
the critical role spectators play in 
ensuring that the players enjoy their 
experience this summer.  The League has 
emphasized to all member clubs that a 
team’s coach is responsible for the 
conduct of a team’s spectators.   The 
League will strictly enforce its policies 
concerning spectator behavior, and will 
not tolerate unsportsmanlike conduct by 
a team’s fans.  Misconduct by spectators 
can result in suspension of players, 
suspension of coaches or fines imposed 
on the Club. 
     Please make sure that your actions 
bring honor to our Club by respecting the 
players and coaches of our teams as well 
as the players and coaches of the 
opposing teams.  Furthermore, under no 
circumstances should Delaware 
spectators treat referees or assistant 
referees with disrespect, and questions 
about the manner in which a game has 
been officiated should only be handled by 
the coach.  Please remember that 
disrespectful actions by spectators can 
only cause problems for our teams, and 
often prove embarrassing for the player 
associated with the unruly spectator.  We 
want everyone to have a great time and 
enjoy the excitement on the fields, let’s 
work together to keep the excitement 
positive and on the fields where it 
belongs. 
      

 DSC is proud to have hired a Director 
of Coaching, Rudy Pompert, the Buffalo 
State Men’s Soccer Coach.  This is the 
first time our Club has made this  
commitment, and we in Travel are 
excited to be working with Rudy.  We 
anticipate that his assistance to our Club 
will help raise the overall level of play 
of the Delaware Soccer Club. 
 

We also anticipate that with a Director 
of Coaching, players in Travel will be 
expected to make a more serious 
commitment to soccer during the off 
season.  As the season progresses, 
please introduce yourself to Rudy, and I 
am certain that you will quickly find 
that his enthusiasm for the sport is 
unmatched! 
 

The Boys U-12 Metrostars with Coach Mike Roach won their 
Division in the 2008 Season.  Let’s wish them luck in 2009!! 

Girls Travel Teams: 
U10  Gang Green - Coach Scott 
Horrigan 
U11  Stingers - Coach Dennis Horrigan 
U12  Bengals - Coach Kevin Hogan 
U13  Storm - Coach Christine Roach 
U17  Invaders - Coach Kofi Fynn   
Aikins 
U17  Shamrocks - Coach Pat Janiga 
U19 Rockets - Coach Brad Randaccio 

Boys Travel Teams: 
U10 Blizzard - Coach Jeff Wojtasik 
U11 Bison - Coach Tim Mathien 
U12 Metrostars - Coach Mike Roach 
U12  New Team - Coach TBD 
U13 Chargers - Coach George Cotroneo 
U14 Destroyers - Coach Mark Rampado 
U15 Chili Peppers - Coach Ryan Knapp 
U15 New Team - Coach Tom Costelloe 
U16 Blast - Coach Frank Schultz 
U17 Habaneros - Coach Andre 
Gorzynski 
U18/19  Jets - Coach Abdi Sabatow   
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From the Director of Coaching 
By; Rudy Pompert 

 

Four versus Four; Better Soccer, More 
fun! 

     It’s been about a quarter of a year 
since I became the Director of Coaching 
with the Delaware Soccer Club.  Over 
that period of time I have kept my ears 
and eyes wide open to get to know all the 
ins and outs of the club.  I have gotten to 
know the hard working board members, 
had meetings with almost every travel 
coach, trained many enthusiastic young 
players in our Winter Academy and met 
many great parents.  My experience with 
the Delaware Soccer Club so far has been 
very, very positive and I am sure that the 
outdoor season will only bring more 
great experiences.  
     With “positive” and “great 
experience” I immediately get to the 
words that guide me in my work as a 
Director of Coaching (DOC).  I want 
everything we do as a soccer club to have 
a positive undertone and our kids, no 
matter what level, should have a great 
soccer experience.  As the DOC I see it 
as my duty to bring everything that has to 
do with the game in an upbeat and fun 
way. When a child has fun they become 
better in a shorter amount of time.  When 
they become better they will have more 
fun.  
     In order to become a better soccer 
player and have more fun our soccer 
program must meet several criteria.  
Soccer is learned by playing soccer and 
the amount of time children play is very 
important for their soccer development.  
Lack of time playing the game is enemy 
number one.  As far as learning to play 
soccer is concerned; we have to make 
sure that DSC offers our kids as many 
soccer opportunities as possible.  We 
have to look into offering more training 
opportunities, play in indoor leagues, and 
expand our Winter Academy, run camps 
and clinics year round and so forth.  But 
at this moment we have to work with 
what we offer now and make sure that 
our training sessions are of a very high 
quality and loaded with lots of typical 
soccer situations and obstacles.  We 
can’t waste a second of the very limited  
     

soccer time we have.  
Due to the lack of soccer time we 

must offer an accelerated soccer learning 
process. We have to simplify the 11v11 
game but retain as many typical features 
and characteristics of the 11v11 game as 
possible.  The smallest simplification of 
11v11 is the four versus four games.  In 
4v4 you keep the three lines (defense, 
midfield and attack) while also 
maintaining depth and width.  In 3v3 
those very important ingredients of the 
real game disappear.  As the DOC I am  
 

therefore very happy that upon my 
recommendation we no longer play 3v3 
in our House League games but are 
going to the 4v4 format.  Remember that 
this format is used worldwide and the 
method of player development at clubs 
like Manchester United, Real Madrid, 
Barcelona and Ajax Amsterdam. 
   The team shape in 4v4 is a diamond 
formation with one defender, two wide 
midfielders and a forward. In a diamond 
shape you ensure many triangles and a 
lot of so-called 3rd man situations.  There 
will be an abundance of soccer situations 
that are exactly like those in the 11v11 
game much more so than when you play 
3v3.  The 4v4 game will also form a 
huge part of training sessions of all 
House and Travel teams.  With some 
very simple changes to the size of the 
playing field, rules or how goals are 
scored (large goals with goalkeepers, 4 
small goals in the corners of the field or 
by dribbling over the line) players will 
improve all the different technical and 
tactical soccer skills and because they are 
scrimmaging they don’t even really 
realize they are working on those skills.  
They are just having a ton of fun playing 
the game and that’s really all we want.  

 

JUBILANT ABOUT JAMBOREE 
Due to the interest in last year’s pilot program, Delaware Soccer Club will again this 
year offer the JAMBOREE PROGRAM.  Meant to be a hybrid between the House 
and Travel program, JAMBOREE gives kids the opportunity to play on a house team, 
participate in one extra practice per week, and play in at least two TOURNAMENTS 
over the summer.  Through the tournaments, the kids will have the chance to play 
against youth in other Western New York Soccer Clubs. 
     Delaware Soccer is excited about offering this opportunity to House players 
willing to make a stronger commitment to the game.  The tournaments have proven to 
be a fun and exciting way for the kids to meet new soccer friends, while participating 
in the sport at a more challenging level.  Win or lose, the players have a good time 
while experiencing the team unity that comes from playing against kids in other clubs. 
   House players born between August 1, 1999 and July 31, 2000 are eligible for the 
JAMBOREE program.  The additional fee will be $45.00 per child, which covers the 
extra training and tournament fees.  We are still finalizing the tournaments, but it is 
expected that the kids will play in the Odenbach Tourney (June 13 and 14 in West 
Seneca), Delaware Soccer’s own Challenge in the Park (June 28 at Delaware Park) 
and possibly the Clarence Classic (July 25 and 26 in Clarence).  The extra practices 
are scheduled for Monday nights, 6-7:30 p.m., starting May 4 at Rumsey field. 
   Interested players can register for House and Jamboree through the DSC website or 
by paper application.   

Players will be contacted shortly. 

2nd and 3rd Graders enjoy a Winter 
Academy workout with Prisco 
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Delaware Soccer Club Community Service Events 

Delaware Soccer Club is proud to have formed a team to support the March of Dimes "March for Babies" on Sunday, April 
26th in Delaware Park at the Marcy Casino.  Join our team or make a donation for those who are walking by going to our 
team web page at www.marchforbabies.org/641702.  A worthwhile event, there are over 1000 expected participants 
including radio personalities, food and other surprises. All young people are welcomed and encouraged-please sign up and 
wear your Delaware soccer shirts as you show your support for this great cause. 

Delaware Soccer Club has partnered with the Rochester Rhinos for the first Delaware Soccer Club Night Out Friday June 6th.  
All Delaware Soccer Club families and friends are welcome. Tickets are $5.00 each for entrance into our reserved end zone 
seating.  Please go to the Delaware Soccer Club website for more information. 

 

INTERESTED IN SPONSORING A SOCCER PLAYER? 
 

Delaware Soccer – Buffalo’s Community Soccer Club for All! 
   The DSC Scholarship Fund works with our community groups, schools and neighborhood clubs to give all children the 
opportunity to play soccer.  In 2008 House & Travel teams had boys & girls from many City of Buffalo neighborhoods as 
well as Kenya, Somalia, Nigeria, Angola, Sudan, Congo, Russia, Yemen, Iraq, Afghanistan, Iran and Syria, just to name a 
few!   
   You can help make it possible for a child to play this season!   Here’s how: 
For $6.25 / month ($75/year) you can sponsor a House League player 
For $10.83 / month ($130/year) sponsor a Travel League player 
   Please consider adding a donation via your 2009 registration form.  Any donation to the Scholarship Fund will help 
another child play this season!  Please make checks payable to Delaware Soccer Club Scholarship c/o DSC Office 
 

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE NOW! 
 

   Any amount is greatly appreciated by the players and will help keep our registration fees affordable!  
 1.  Player sponsorship c/o DSC Scholarship Fund 
2.  Field Updates – Replace Delaware Main goals $1,500,   new nets $150  

 3.   Soccer Festival sponsorship – June 28th, many opportunities to donate 
 

Interested? 
Please contact DSC Board Member Alma Brown today at almao-b@juno.com or call 830-6076 
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